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leigh Hqrry to
leqd tMlC

WORLD - Chief executive of rne
Melbourne Convention ond
Exhibition Centre ond president
of the Internotionol Congress
ond Convention Associotion
(ICCA), Leigh Horry ossumed
the presidency of the Joint
Meetings Industry Council (JMIC)

ot the beginning of the yeor. He
tokes over from Voncouver
Convention ond Exhibition
Centre's GM Borboro Mople.

Estoblished in 1978, JMIC oims
to represent the collective
interests of mojor ossociotions
involved in the sectors collectively

defined os belonging to the
Meetings Industry.

"There is more reqson thon
ever to ensure the role of our
industry is well understood," soys
Horry. "We intend to be more
oggressive in ensuring our
concerns ore oddressed os port
of the overoll strotegy for
economic recovery."

Horry's oppointment followed
on industry summit held in
Borcelono where JMIC members
ogreed to co-operote on
initiotives which deliver o
coordinoted industry response.

"Our chollenge now," soys
Horry, "is to develop o strotegy
thot will do thot."

The JMIC onnounced Tuulc
Lindberg os the winner of its
2008 Profile ond PowerAword.
Ms Lindberg is MD of the
Finlond Convention Bureou. The
oword wos in recognition of
Lindberg's efforts in developing
tools such os economic
evoluotion procedures for the
industrv.

Torcnto leqds thewqy
WORLD - Tourism Toronto ond
the Maro Toronto Convention
Centre hove been honoured with
the Professionol Conference
Mcnogement Associotion's
(PCMA) 2009 choirmon's oword.

The oword recognised the city's
leodenhip ond spirit of
portnership. Toronto wos ronked
number one convention city by
North Americon plonners in o
2008 Wotkins Reseorch survev.

Visit Floridq to
get its orqnges
squeezed?
USA - Americo's sunshine stote
could see tourist informotion
centres shut ond o cutbock in
Florido's destinotion odvertising

compoign, os the outhorities
struggle with o potentiol budget
deficit of over US$2 billion. Up
to holf the stote tourist ogenry's
US$26m budget is thought to
be under threot.

Centres thot used to dish out
free oronge juice os port of the
morketing compoign could beor
the brunt of budget cuts from
stote lowmokers.

Sources within the meetings
industry soy the cuts could cost
the stote millions of dollors,
including monies spent by
business tourists.

"We dont wont to hove the
progromme gutted in such o
woy thot it will creote o
downword spirol," soys Visit
Florido's choirmon Richord

Goldmon.
Visit Florido oresident ond

chief executive officer Bud

Nocero hos not ruled out
redundoncies if the cuts go

oheod.

Europe looks eqst
FRANCE - Europe is looking to
Chino, Russio, Jopon ond
Indio for growth over the next
l0 yeors, occording to
reseorch conducted by the
WTTC (World Tiovel ond
Tourism Counci l) .

The CEO's of l4 City Tourist
Offices of Europeon copito
cities recently met ot the
Europeon Cities Mcrketing
(ECM) conference in Poris to
discuss woys of odopting

services to torget these
morkets.

" l t  is  o t ru ly chol lenging

si tuot ion.  ECM is o l l  obout

shoring: shoring informotion,

intelligence ond experience.
We oll leorn from the
experience of the others," soys
ECM president ond CEO of
Dubl in Tour ism Fronk Mogee.

Next yeor's CEO meeting will
toke ploce in Copenhogen. 23

November 2009.

Southern Stqr turn
in Melbourne
AUSTMLIA - An estimoted

crowd of I 5,000 gothered in

Woterfront City ot Docklonds
in Melbourne for  the opening
of the Southern Stor
observotion wheel recently.

Southern Stor is the only
giont observotion wheel to be
built in Austrolio ond is the
lqrgest in the southern

hemisphere. lts locotion ot
Docklonds is  only 15 minutes

from Melbourne's Tul lomor ine

oiroort.
Southern Stor choirmon Fred

Moybury believes it the
ottroction is "one of

Melbourne's 'must  do'

exoeriences for locols ond
tourists olike".
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